Amniocentesis for antenatal diagnosis of genetic defects.
Amniocentesis for intrauterine diagnosis of genetic disease is a safe and highly accurate procedure. This is most fortunate since the timing of the procedure (14 to 16 weeks) and the length of time necessary to cultivate the cells and perform the analysis (3 to 5 weeks) makes it almost mandatory, and almost unique in medicine, that patient management be based on a single non-repeated laboratory procedure. It should be recommended to all patients for whom there is a specific indication for antenatal genetic studies.